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Majeſty's Treaſury, and the Duke of ATHO 1% th ; 
* 0 al; 1765, relative to the T LE or 
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| AB 8 TRA © T- of the Clear RKrbnkun of 
the ISLE OF MAN, from 1754 to 1763. 
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Nr 


copy 1 A LETTER, dated 25th July 1764. from 
the Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury to the 
Duke of Atholl, in relation to the Purchaſe of the 
FOE SER- Aft rs 


My Lord, 


W E think proper to inform your Grace, that, i in purſuance of 
the Powers veſted in us by the 12th of George the Firſt, we 
are willing to treat with you for the Purchaſe of the Iſle of Man, 
or of ſuch Part of the Rights claimed by your Grace in the ſaid 
Iſland, as it ſhall be found expedient to veſt in the Crown, for 
preventing that pernicious and illicit Trade which is at preſent 
carried on between the ſaid Iſland and the other Parts of His 
Majeſty's Dominions, in violation of the Laws, and to the great 
Diminution and Detriment of the Revenues of this Kingdom. 


The Houſe of Commons, during the laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, thought fit to enquire, whether any, and what, Steps had 
been taken for this Purpoſe ; and we have Reaſon to think it is 
expected of us, that we ſhould purſue every legal a - 
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5 neceſſary, firſt, to inform ourſelves of the preſent Extent of this 
. illegal Commerce; of the Nature of thoſe Rights, under Colour 
of Which it is carried on; and of the Laws of this Country 
ä VE with reſpect to them. We are now ready to treat with your 
F Grace, purſuant to the ſaid Act of Parliament, and to receive 
bY. | - from you a Propaſal for that Purpoſe, ſpecifying what Part of 
be | your Property and Rights in the faid Ifland you are diſpoſed to 
= fell; and the Value you put upon them; that we may know 
| „ whether the Terms are in all Reſpects ſuch as we, who are 
Truſtees for the Public, can admit: But if your Grace is not in- 

| clined to enter into a Treaty with us upon this Subject, we be 
1 to be informed of it, that we may then purſue ſuch other Me- 

N thods as we ſhall think our Duty to the Public requires of us. 


** 


8 Foo 
Your Grace's 


8 maoſt humble Servants, 


2 PO ER OY 
e ; . | JOHN TURNER, 
MES. act ot ©: $35. "TA NTT. 
» 5 - X FCC 
| Whitehall Treaſury Chambers, : 1 4: 
| 25 July 1764. 
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cory. * a LETTER, dated 26th Auguſt 1 . 1 
the Duke of Atholl to the Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's. 


Treaſury, in n to the Sale of the * OF 
MAN. 


My Lords, 
1 HAVE received the Honor of your Lordſhip! Letter of the 


15 : Atholl 0 2ath Auguſt 1764. 


— 


25th of July, informing me, that, in purſuance of the Act of 
the.12th of King George the Firſt, you are willing to treat with 


me for * Purchaſe of the Iſle of Man. 


I am very ſorry to hear there 5 been. fo many Complaints of 
Smuggling from thence ; which is a Practice I give no Manner of 


Encouragement to, my Revenues ariſing from a fair Duty collected 
upon the Importation of Goods, 


I have the Game Ideas, 1 reg *. to the Sale of the Iſland, that 
the late Duke of Atholl had; as always declared that ne Temp- 
tation of Gain could induce him to give up ſo ancient, ſo ho- 
nourable, and ſo noble a Birthright, ſuch as no Subje& of the 


Crown of England now has, or ever had ; which has been.in our 


Family near Four Centuries; and that he thought nothing could 
be an Equivalent, to one of his Rank and Circumſtances, for fo 
great a Patrimony : At the ſame Time his Duty and Attachment 
to the King was ſuch, that, if it was eſteemed, upon a full Con- 
ſideration, an important Point for His Majeſty's Service, and for 
the Good of the Public, he, in that Event, was willing to enter 
into a Treaty for the Diſpoſal of it. And theſe are the only 
Reaſons that can induce me to do the ſame. 


The Purchaſe of the Iſle of Man has been frequently thought of 
by former Adminiſtrations ; but, upon balancing the Advantages 
and Diſadvantages which might ariſe to Government, they did not 
think proper to treat concluſively upon it. Sir Robert Walpole 
made ſome Propoſals to the late Duke, but afterwards dropt 


them; Mr. Pelham once ſeemed very deſirous to bring the Sale 


toa Concluſion, and the Duke of Atholl gave him a true and pre- 
ciſe State of the Nature and Revenue of this Principality, that he 
might be able to judge what Propoſal to make; and he aſſured the 
Duke that no Propoſal ſhould come from him which he would 


not 


NS 


COT IO , 
x 


3 
„ 


Which ſhall come to me from your Lordſhips. 


1 # | . 


f 


-- not adjudge, if it was left to him to. ſettle as an Arbitrator; how- 
ever, the Affair; after being ſome Months!1h' Agitation, was again 


dropt. It was reſumed by the DUR of Newcaſtle, When he was 
180 Lord of the Treaſury ; and the Duke of Atholl treated with 
the fame Confidence, being averſe to fell, but always ready to ſub- 
mit*to the King's Pleaſure in any Matter which he thought for the 
Public Good; and, having a full Reliance in the Duke of Newcaſtle's 


Honor and Juſtice, that, as his Brother had ſaid, ſo his Grace would 


propoſe no 'Terms. which he would not award as an Arbitrator, 


After the Duke of Newcaſtle was informed, the Matter was like- 


* 
— 
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wile in the fame Manner laid afide, Yi 
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the Duke of Newcaſtle, carried it further, was thought to'be, that, 


upon thorough Examination, the Object did not appear to them of 
ſuch Conſequence as it did at firſt; for, ſuppoſing it was in thè Poſ- 


fon of the Government, the Proximity muſt ſtill be the ſame; 
between Thirty and Forty Thouſand Inhabitants muſt ſtill have a 
Right to their Conſtitution, Laws, Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and 
Interior Trade and Commerce; and it would be in the-Caſe of 


Guertſey, Jerfey, Sark, and Alderney, where Imports afid Ex- 
ports are governed by their own Laws, as much as if they were 
under Fendatory Lords; and from theſe Iſlands they found that 


* 


Smuggling Was carried to a much greater Exceſs than from tlie Ille 
of Man; (and I am credibly informed that is ſtill' the Caſe). I 


Have heard that they have often thought in Ireland of raiſing a 


ſideration dropt it. 


large Sum to offer towards the Confideration, ahd upon fuller Con- 
; | 1 r : T ; 5 „Nr dc 5. » Spe, 


As I have been but a few Months in Poſſeſſion of the Iſle of Man, 
and never in the leaſt turned my Thoughts towards a Sale of it, it 
is impoflible for me, uninformed as I am at preſent, to fix upon 
what I ſhould think an adequate Price for a Poſſeſſion ſo very 


conſiderable, both for Honor and Profit; and, as I never heard 


| 11 1 FP fm, 7 % 9117 11 27 mo FP 3 EF © #3 
of any Notion to putchaſe à Part only, 1 don't at all underſtand 
what it is: I can therefore at preſent have ho Propoſal' ts make, 
but will always be ready to receive with Reſpect any Propoſal 


4 


My Land | : 

" Your Lordſhips ©. Pa 

Moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant, 
Fenn Set Gi A Fon. 
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c py af a LE TTER, dated 12th of September 1764, 
1 the Commiſſioners of His Majeſty Treaſury to 
the Duke of Atholl, in relation to the Purchaſe of the 
TSLE OF MAN. 


My Yak: 


WE have received: your Grace? 8 13 of the aoth of Ann 


in anſwer to that we wrote to you on the 25th of July, in 
which ye. informed your Grace, that, in purſuance of the Powers 


veſted in us by 12th George I. we were willing to treat with you 


for the Purchaſe of the Iſle of Man, and to receive from you a Pro- 
poſal for that Purpoſe. - Your Grace acquaints us, that, unin- 


formed as you are at preſent, from the ſhort Poſſeſſion you have 


had of this Iſland, it is impoſſible for you to fix upon what you 


| 1 think an adequate Price for it; that you cannot therefore 
at preſent make any Propoſal, but that you ſhall always be ready 
to receive ſuch as ſhall come to you from us, 


Your Grice can be ſenſible, that this Objection A you 
alledge againſt making a Propoſal on your Part, muſt operate 


much more ſtrongly to prevent our making any to you; and that 
we, who have not even an Opportunity of informing ourſelves of 


the Value of this Poſſeſſion, cannot poſſibly fix upon a Price, 


which, as Truſtees to the Public, we ſhould think ourſelves au- 
thorized to propoſe : But, as your Grace informs us, that when 


the Purchaſe of this Iſland was, on former Occaſions, under Con- 
ſideration, the late Duke of Atholl gave to Mr. Pelham and the 


Duke of Newcaſtle a true and 5 State of the Nature of this 
Poſſeſſion, and of the Revenue ariſing from it, we think it proper to 


deſire, that if your Grace now intends to treat with us, you would 
in like Manner tranſmit to us an exact and accurate Rental of the 
ſaid Revenue, ſpecifying the ſeveral Kinds of which it conſiſts, 
the Annual Amount of each, and, with reſpect to any Cuſtoms or 
Impoſt Duties which you may receive, the ſeveral Species of 
Goods on which they are levied, the Rates at which they are 
paid, and the Annual Amount of the Duties ariſing from each 
Species reſpectively: We muſt know the Nature, as well as Value, 
of every Branch of the Revenue of this Iſland, before we can form 


any Judgment of the Price which ought to be paid for it, or can 


determine what Part of your Grace's Poſſeſſions in this Iſland it 
B will 


3 — 
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n 
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will be neceſſary ot expedient to purchaſe, in order to obtain the 
Benefit for which ſuch Purchaſe is intended; and this is what we: - - 
meant by the Propoſal we made in our former Letter, of pur- 
| — only a Part of your Grace's Property and Rights. in the 
ſaid Ifland. 


j * 


As it is highly probable that Parliament will expect to be in- 
formed, in the enſuing Seſſion, what Meaſures have been taken for 
carrying their Intentions into Execution, and what has paſſed 
upon the Subject, we are the more deſirous to obtain from your 
Grace the Information above mentioned, in the moſt full and ac- 
curate Manner, that the Parliament may thereby be enabled to 
judge what Terms it may be proper to allow; they will then 
take under their Conſideration the Objections mentioned by your 
Grace, ariſing from the Proximity of that Iſland, and from its 
preſent Conſtitution, Laws, and Adminiſtration of Juſtice, as well 
as its interior Trade and Commerce ; and, as they have frequently 
made Laws reſpecting this Ifland, they will ena@ ſuch other Laws, 
and make ſuch further Proviſions for preventing the illicit Trade 
carried on by Means thereof, as in their Wiſdom and Juſtice they 
ſhall think proper. | yo 


We are, | { 

My Lord, 6 

Your Grace's 1 

Moſt humble Servants, 158 
GEORGE GRENVILLE, 
JOHN TURNER, 
' THO' ORBY HUNTER, 
NORTH. 8 33 

Whitehall Treaſury Chambers, 
12th September 1764. 


Duke of Atholl. 


Cory 
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T 2 London, February 27th; 1565. 


E have already communicated to your Lordſhips, and by our 
"'VY" Petition humbly laid before Parliament, our Deſire to ac- 
commodate the Public, at the Expence of our private Feelings, 
with any Part of our Hereditary Rights in the Iſſe of Man, which 
it may be expedient to veſt in the Crown for the Public Service. 
Your Lordſhips, by your Letter of the 25th of July 1764, invited 
us to make Propoſals, and by your Letter of the ;2th September 


following, deſired us to produce ſuch an Account of the Nature 


and Amount of our Revennes, as might enable you to determine 
what Part of our Rights and Poſſeſſions it would be expedient to 


purchaſe, and to form a Judgment of the Price which ought to be 
paid for them. 5 N 


This has led us into a particular Conſideration of theſe Objects; 
and we are now enabled to make Propoſals, and to afford your 
Lordſhips the Information you deſired. The incloſed Account 
will ſhew your Lordſhips the Nature of our Revenues, ariſing 
from our Rights and Poſſeſſions in the Iſle of Man, and the 


Amount of them. We are ready, if it ſhould be deemed neceſſar 


for the Public Service, to part with all our Rights, held 5 24 
the ſeveral Grants of the Iſle of Man; but we apprehend, that the 
Reſervation of our landed Revenue, together with the Patronage 
of the Biſhoprick, and other Eccleſiaſtical Benefices in the Ifland, 
cannot interfere with the Intereſt of the Public: And we preſume 
your Lordſhips will not have any Objection to our preſerving the 
honorable Diſtinction and Service, which our Anceſtors have fo 


long enjoyed, and by which they held their Rights in this Iſland 


of preſenting the Two Falcons at the Coronation. 


The Legiſlature have formerly authorized us to hope, and your 


Lordſhips have called upon us to propoſe, a proper Compenſation. 


We feel the Weight of this additional Difficulty, which may ex- 


poſe us to the Imputation of making an unreaſonable Demand on 
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the one Hand, and of not is ſufficient Juſtice t to our Family 
on the other; but the Circumſtances of the 3 A it neceſſary; 
and therefore, without entering into any Difcuſſidh of 1 various 
Articles of which our Rights comfiſt, we hope neither His Ma- 
jeſty, nor the Parliament, will think the e .of £. 70,000 
too great a Price to be paid us, in full 'Compenſation for the 
abſolute Surrender of the Ifle, Caſtle, and Peele of Man, and all 
Rights, Juriſdictions, - and Intereſts, in or over the ſaid Ifland, 
and all its Dependencies, holden under the ſeveral Grants thereof, 
or under any other Title whatſoever, referving only our Landed 
Property, with all our Rights in and over . as Lords of 
the Manor; with all Ceurts Baron, Rents, Services, and other 
Incidents, to ſuch Courts belonging; our Waſtes, e and 
other Lands, Inland Waters, Fiſheries, and Mills; aud all Mines, 
Minerals, and Quarries, according to our preſent Rights therein; : 
| Felons Goods, Deodands, Waifs, Eſtrays, and Wrecks. at Sea; 
together with the Patronage of the Biſhoprick, and of the other 
Eccleſiaſtical Benefices in R. ſaid inland to which we are now 
entitled, to be holden of the Crown * the Wen Service 


abovementioned. 


But we preſume to hope, that our particular Sg e arifiog 
from Rent Charges and Annuities, upon our other Eſtates, in 
Conſequence of Settlements made by the late Duke of Atholl, 
from a Proſpect that the Revenues of abe Iſle of Man would con- 
tinue to us, will, through your Lordſhips favorable Mediation, 
recommend us to His Majeſty for ſuch Mark of His Royal Muni- 
ficence as, from the Conſideration of the Caſe, thall © ear to 
His Majeſty to be reaſonable. 


We are, 


Your Lordſhips 
Moſt obedient Servants, 


ATHOLL, 
C. ATHOLL and STRANGE. 


ABSTRACT 


n 

N 
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both incluſive. 
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þBSTRACT of the Clear REVE NUE of the Iſle of Man for Ten Years, Bom the Year 1754 to the Year 1763, 


> : 5 — — — - - i ” 
Felons Goods, Waifes [- 
and Strays, Forfeitures, | |. 
| Perquiſites of Chancery, | The Income of Lands in | 
Land Revenue, Clear Revenue of the Clear Revenue of the 8 Wrecks 13 Sea, 4 Clear Revenue of the Clear Revenue of the | the Hands of the Lord |. TOTAL * 
| mM Clear Amount. Cuſtoms for Imports. | Cuſtoms for Herrings, 3 de _ Impropriated Tythes. | Abbey Temporalities. lof rr the | | | : 
| Spiritual Court, Freedoms | | 
of Aliens, &ca. 5 
1,376 9 97 $9944 7 24 153 14 2 28 6 22 179 18 8 $21 13 1.6 08 1 7,905 7 7 
1,380 13 2 1 167 1 8 46 7 — 185 17 9 12115 82 2 6,967 18 24 
1,405 16 — 4,749 1 10 147 9 2 1 9:3 167 14 „in 1g 97 18 8 6,785 4 5 
1,424 19 91 55233 17 —4 e „„ . 121 15 102 15 11 7,270 — 105 
1,395 16 4 55180 2 31 141 15 10 44 13 14 186 17 2 11 13 99 6 8 „„ 6 £ 
1,396 7 — 8,082 18 — 125 19 2 68 19 1 187 I, — 121 15 204 10 1 10,091 12 4 
1,439 17 — | 7,093 12 24 | 121 19 2 406 17 95 287 13 1 121 15 135 4 2 9,606 18 62 
1,376 — 114 9,544 2 114 92 4 2 37 16 9 318 x 62 12115 106 8 9 11,596 10 12 
$2375 6 5 6,391 16 10 90 19 2 Tt: 7: 48 7 80 4 12x 15 107-8: 9 $,486 9 32 
1,409 17 64 75029 — 74 Lt 1 8 149 2 1011 0 0 4 121 I5 107 © 9,204 8 92 
13,981 4 1 | 64,291 — 51,258 8 10 ,042 3 31 | 24305 — 44 | 1,217 10 1,063 19 f! | 85,085 6 6: 
* — — bo — | — — — — 


The whole Revenue of the Iſle for Ten Years is J. 8 5,08 5. 65. 64d. Manks. . 7 Manks makes C. 6 Britiſh—So the Revenue for 10 Years. is, in 


Britiſh Money, /. 72, 930. 55. 7 d.; which, at a Medium of Years, is £+7,293. —. 64 per Annum. 


Note, The Duties ariſing from Exports are not comprehended in the above 
Abſtract, as their Graces are not at preſent provided with any particular 
Account thereof, theſe Duties having been appropriated, by Conſent of 

the Lord, for a Term of Years, to the Repairs of the Harbours of the 


Iſle; but that Term is now drawing to its Expiration, when theſe Duties 
will revert to the Lord, and become Part of the Annual Revenue; and 
there is no Prohibition of Exports from this Iſland, except to Great 
Britain, Ireland, and the Ports thereto belonging. 


Faithfully abſtracted, this 27th of February 1765, 


HUGH HAMERSLE F 
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